
Year 2: Materials Knowledge Mat Term 2

Subject Specific Vocabulary Working Scientifically Sticky Knowledge about 
materials

liquid Free flowing and takes the shape 

of the container it is in. It does not 

have a fix shape.

❑ Asking simple questions and 

recognising that they can be 

answered in different ways.

❑Observe closely using simple 

equipment.

❑ Performing simple tests.

❑ Identify and classifying.

❑ Using their observations and 

ideas to suggest answers and 

questions.

❑Gathering and recording data 

to help in answering questions.

❑ The temperature at which something 

begins to melt is called melting point.
shape The outline of an object, 

boundary or outer surface.
❑ The opposite to melting is freezing.

particles Small pieces of something 

sometimes so small they cannot

be seen. ❑ Materials are either natural or man –

made.
moulding The process of shaping a 

material.
❑ Materials are used specifically for their 

properties, e.g glass for windows.

melting The process of changing 

something from a solid into a 

liquid. ❑ Materials can change shape when a 

force is applied including heating & 

freezing.solid A material that has a definite 

shape that is not easy to change. 

They have particular properties 

like hardness or strength.
❑ Everything is a solid, liquid or a gas.

irreversible A change that cannot be 

undone.

reversible Able to be changed or undone.

natural Produced by nature not artificial 

or synthetic

Man-made Made by humans and not 

occurring naturally.

Weblinks
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks1/science/properties_of_
materials/play/ - Desert Island Materials game.

rigid Unable to bend or forced out of 

shape.

Science N.C

• Identify & compare the 

suitability of everyday 

materials including wood, 

metal, plastic, glass, rock, 

paper for particular uses.

• Think about unusual & creative 

uses for everyday materials.

• Find out how shapes of solid 

objects made from some 

materials can be changed by 

squashing, bending, twisting & 

stretching and melting.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks1/science/properties_of_materials/play/

