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Dear Parents and Carers,

We have adopted the Accelerated Reader programme as part of our comprehensive English scheme at Thames View Primary School. This builds on the phonics scheme that the children work on in the Early Years and Year 1. The only way to become really good at understanding what we read is through practice. Reading is a skill; so just like an athlete, if we have a good coach who teaches us ‘how’; we can then work hard to perfect that skill. However, the only way to get better at reading is to … READ! 

What is Accelerated Reader? 

AR is a programme used to motivate students to increase their reading & vocabulary comprehension and guide them to independent reading. AR is a popular reading programme used in thousands of schools. There is a proven link between strong reading skills and academic success – great readers make great learners! This compliments our goal of having each child reading independently for at least 20-30 minutes per day at school and at home. 
The programme also has a special feature called Renaissance Home Connect, which the children can access out of school from any computer with an Internet Connection.
Renaissance Home Connect is fun and easy to use. It allows the teacher, you and your
child to share information about their reading progress in Accelerated Reader.
The children will bring home a letter with their log in on and how to connect to
Renaissance Home Connect very soon.

How does AR work? 

1. Each child is tested & assigned a colour/book level based on the result of their test (the test will give a reading age and a ZPD score, which tells us the best colour level to challenge and support each child). 
2. Students then choose an AR book based on their interest and reading level.
 3. When they have finished reading the book, they take the AR quiz on the website to assess their comprehension. This will be done at school during silent reading or at home (without help from an adult). 
4. The child earns points (based on how many words they have read) for showing an understanding of the text. They earn full points by answering all test questions correctly. (Children who average at least an 85% on quizzes are considered to understand what they read at an average level.) 







What is a STAR reading test?

Star reading is used to determine your child’s reading level. It s a computer based reading assessment program that uses computer-adaptive technology. Questions continually adjust to your child’s responses. If the child’s response is correct, the difficulty level is increased. If they cannot answer a question, the difficulty level is reduced. The test uses multiple choice questions and takes approximately 20 minutes.

What is a book level?
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Book levels are devised using a readability formula and represent the difficulty of the text. The levels range from 0.5-13.5. Books are chosen based on the ZPD range recommended for each pupil by STAR reading.

What is a Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD)?

ZPD is the range of books that will challenge a child without causing frustration or loss of motivation. Your child will receive a ZPD, or reading range after taking a STAR reading test. It is important for children to read with a high degree of comprehension and whithin their ZPD.

What are points?

Every book that has an AR Reading Practice Quiz is given a points value. AR points are based on the length of the book (number of words). Pupils earn a percentage of the points accoridng to how well they pass the quiz.

How can I help my child? 
1. Promote reading at home: 
  encourage them to read; 
  read to them; 
  let them see you reading; 
  encourage them to carry their book wherever they go – so they are always ready   to read! 
        2. Ask about the current book they are reading and their point goals. 
        3. Give lots of encouragement and congratulate them when they reach their goal. 

Thank you as always for your continued support, and we hope that the children really enjoy using Accelerated Reader

Kind regards,

Mrs N. Willson 
(Vice Principal and English lead)
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