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 Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum Intent Statement 

Intent
At Thames View Primary School we are committed to giving our children the best possible start to their school life, ensuring their well-being and providing them with the skills, knowledge and understanding necessary, to be successful now and as they move into KS1. We want our children to know more, remember more and understand more and build on this year on year as they progress through our school and beyond. 

At Thames View we recognise the importance of reading and use text as a way of hooking the children into their learning. Children’s prior knowledge and experiences from previous settings and home, help us shape our curriculum, sequentially building on their knowledge and skills. We design an exciting and motivating curriculum that is adapted to the children’s interests, needs and wants, encompassing both the indoors and outdoors. Knowledge and skills taught in the EYFS are the foundations for their learning of the National Curriculum.

 Implementation 
Pupils at Thames View learn through a balance of child initiated and adult directed activities. The timetable incorporates daily phonics, literacy and Maths lessons. These sessions are followed by group work to ensure individual progress. The adult will check for understanding and scaffold the child’s learning if necessary, identifying and addressing misconceptions quickly. A range of foundation subjects are also taught weekly and incorporated into child-initiated time to ensure that our children get a broad and balanced curriculum.

Reading is at the heart of our school and curriculum. Our children follow a rigorous phonics programme, Essential Letters and Sounds. In Nursery children are immersed in Phase 1 phonics where the focus is on listening, hearing and discriminating between sounds. The love of reading is fostered in our classes with daily story time, poet of the term and with a range of different genres available to the children. 

In order to implement our curriculum, we provide a high-quality learning environment, where children feel confident, happy and safe, using their curiosity and independence to explore and investigate. Continuous provision in the environment is enhanced daily, to move the children’s learning forward and engage the children. Practitioners build strong and positive relationships with the children, supporting their learning and moving it forward. 

At Thames View, we believe in developing the whole child. Using the Characteristics of Effective Learning we empower children to become better learners, developing the skills of listening, independence, resilience, motivation and creativity. 

Our partnership between Parents and Carers is a key element of the progress that children make during their time with us in the EYFS. We value our Parents and Carers opinions and seek this through home visits, communication slips, reading record books, daily conversations, parent’s evenings and parent workshops. We encourage interactions via Tapestry (children’s online learning journal), these are a valuable insight into the children’s learning at home.
We also support the transition into Key Stage 1 for both the child and parents. We prepare children for Year 1 with visits to their new class, meeting the teacher and ensuring the environments are similar at the end of EYFS and the start of Year 1. Parents have the opportunity to meet with new teachers and visit their child’s new learning environment.

Impact

Our curriculum needs to meet the needs of our children, including our disadvantaged pupils and those with SEND, so we spend time observing and evaluating how children are learning.  This is achieved through talking to children, looking at their work, observing their learning experiences and analysing data and progress by year group, class, groups and individuals. Every member of staff uses ongoing observational assessment to identify children’s starting points and plan experiences which ensure progress. This information is tracked termly on O’track, which enables us to measure our starting points against a national data set.  Daily conversations at the end of the school day are held between staff teams, to share their thoughts on individual progress and discuss the next steps/provision for the following day. Evidence of children’s learning including observations, work samples, photographs and contributions from parents are kept in either paper ‘learning journals’ or on Tapestry, which children use to reflect on their progress through pupil voice. 
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