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05 March 2021

Letter to parents and carers of children and young people with SEND, their
families and those who support them.

On Monday 22 February, the Prime Minister announced that all children and
young people should attend their educational setting from the 8 March. Alongside
this, the government published a document setting out the roadmap out of the
current lockdown for England: COVID-19 Response - Spring 2021 - GOV.UK
(www.gov.uk) and the Secretary of State wrote to all parents, carers and
guardians (https://dfemedia.blog.gov.uk/2021/02/23/an-open-letter-from-
education-secretary-gavin-williamson-to-parents-carers-and-guardians/).

| am writing to you today to highlight key information and support which is provided
for children and young people with SEND as they return to full attendance at
schools and colleges. | want to start by thanking you all, as well as schools and
colleges for your tremendous efforts in supporting the education, health and
wellbeing of our children and young people during this current national lockdown.
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special schools to hear from staff, children and young people with SEND about

their experiences during the pandemic. It is abundantly clear that schools are

absolutely committed to working with children, their families and specialist support

services to ensure the continued delivery of high-quality education and support. In
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website to review my experiences, so please keep an eye out for that.

Attendance at Education Settings

From 8 March school attendance is mandatory again for all pupils and | strongly
encourage you to ensure that your children attend.

| know that some of you will be feeling anxious about your children returning. If you
have concerns you should discuss these with your school or college. Our guidance
makes clear that schools and colleges should identify pupils and students who are
reluctant or anxious about attending or who are at risk of disengagement and
develop plans for re-engaging them.



